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tegrity and sovereignty should be maintained; (2) that
the general plan outlined in the Anstro-Hungarian notes
of August 14 should be followed; and (3) that the fact of
the accord of the Powers should not be communicated to
Turkey. France accepted these amendments and the
other Powers agreed to the French program.
On October 8, 1912, an Austro-Russian joint note was
presented to the governments of the different Balkan
States, informing them (1) that the Powers would not
permit the peace of the Balkans to be disturbed; (2) that
the Powers would take in hand the question of Macedo-
nian reforms; (3) that should war break out the Powers
would not permit any change in the Balkan static quo;
and (4) that collective action would be taken by the Pow-
ers at Constantinople. This note came too late to re-
strain the Balkan States: Montenegro had already de-
clared war upon Turkey before the note was presented to
that country, and the other Balkan States in their replies
to the note thanked the Powers for the interest, but
stated that they preferred to deal directly with Turkey.
On October 10, a collective note of the Powers was deliv-
ered to the Turkish Government demanding reforms in
Macedonia in accordance with the law of 1880, but this
note also had no effect on the situation.
The result of the First Balkan War took by surprise
all of the Great Powers of Europe. The completeness of
the victory of the Balkan States made it necessary to-
decide at once upon the question of the disposal of the
European provinces of Turkey. Under the existing con-
ditions the Powers were compelled to acquiesce in the
increase in area and population of the four Balkan States
which had attacked Turkey, but it was a consent which
was unwillingly and ungraciously given. German and
Austro-Hungarian diplomacy at once took up the prob-
lems of how to break up the Balkan League, stir up dis-
sensions in the Balkans, and increase the influence and

